CAPTURE OF THE BEACHES                299

of this southern invasion. But to me the idea seemed
simple common sense. If it did not suit Hunter-Weston's
book, he had only to say so. Certainly Hunter-Weston
was in closer touch with all these landings than we were;
it was not for me to force his hands ; there was no question
of that, so at 9.15 I wirelessed as follows :

* Would you like to get some more men ashore on
" Y " Beach ?   If so, trawlers are available.*

Three-quarters of an hour passed; the state of affairs
at Sedd el Bahr was no better, and in an attack if you
don't get better you get worse; the supports were not
being landed ; no answer had come to hand. So repeated
my signal to Hunter-Weston, making it this time personal
from me to him and ordering him to acknowledge receipt.

* Do you want any more men knded at " Y " ?
There   are   trawlers   available.   Acknowledge   the
signal/

At 11 a.m. I got this answer:

* Admiral Wemyss and Principal Naval Transport
Officer state that to interfere with present arrange-
ments and try to land men at " Y" Beach would
delay disembarkation/ "

I did not see Hunter-Weston's reply at the time and only
knew that he had rejected the suggestion, and for years I cursed
his blindness, in my thoughts. It was not until I read Sk lan's
Diary that I learnt that his refusal was made on the advice of
two sailors, and this is confirmed by Wemyss in " The Navy
in the Dardanelles/' Nevertheless, had Hunter-Weston ex-
pressed any definite wish I am sure all difficulties would have
been overcome by these two officers.

It is difficult for a sailor to understand the self-imposed
limitations which a military commander-in-chief places on his
interference in the conduct of an operation he has confided to
a subordinate. Sk Ian had had the advantage of seeing for
himself that both flank landings were secured, but that the
frontal attack was being held up. Sea power gave us freedom
to transport reinforcements rapidly from one point to another;